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RAPID OMEGA
100 & 200

RAFID OMEGA 100 and 200 cameras are the latest in the
world-renowned series of OMEGA professional medium-format
CAMMEras,

This manual |5 for RAPID OMEGA 100 and 200 models.
The difference between the two models i that the Film
Magazine Housing is removable on the model 200: on the
100, it % an integral part of the camera, The Roll Film
Holders, Lenses, and all other compoments are idantical
between the two modsls, a5 is the operation of the camera
and acoussores.

They are specifically designed to glve the busy professional the large-format negative quality that he needs in
the profitable pursuit of his profession, plus the fast-handling 2ase and convenience previously offered only in
an advancad I5mm camera,

We strongly urge that you read this manual thoroughly and refer to is as you scquaint yourself with your
new camera. While professional experience will permit you 10 grasp most of its working features by examination,
there are rany useful and distinctive features which are not immediately apparent, and which require explanation.
This manual explains them in detail.

In all circumstances, we have field-ested the camera thoroughly to determine the most convenlent and efficient
methods of use,




Rapid Ormaiga negatae ol lers aver
25% more psctuad regatowe area
than a full 20" x 24" negative,

o o A companeid wath the
E!lu:uw wsablie area of o 20"
2%" negative, masked for @ r.lro
fessonal vertical or horizontad fors
mal , . , THE RAPID OMEGA
OFFERS OVER 66% MORE
TOTAL USABLE NEGATIVE
AREA THAN A J2W" u 26"
CAMERA!

Dipgonals thow derect 87 x 10"
Proportions.,

Hagld Omege 24" x 24" negative (B5mmxdOmmb wi. 24" & 28" negative (BBmmxSEmm|

THE RAPID OMEGA MEGATIVE FORMAT — DESIGNED FOR THE PROFESSIONAL

In actual ares, the Rapid Omega 2% x 2% negative format is a full 6% larger than a 2% square negative. This larger
area means a smaller degree of enlargement 10 achieve the same print size, with consequent better rendition of detail and
cantrast,

But, of equal importance is the fact that the Rapid Omega format is an exact propertion of 4x5", 8210, 11:14" and
16x 20" enlargements, This means that the photographes can, if be chooses, compose his picture in the viewfinder, and
print the resultant negative in all of the widely-used professional peint formats, without eropping.

Rapid Omega negatives are casier 19 examine, easier 1o retouch , . . and yet they are processed and developed in standard
Number 120 and Number 220 tanks and reels.

NOMENCLATURE

The companent parts ef your Rapid Omegs
are referred to by those numbers throughout
this manual, for easy location and identi-
fication.

1. Rangelinder window

2. Accessory shoes

3, Flash exposure guide plate

4. Viewlinder window

5, MNeckstrap eyelats

6. Cahle release clamp

7. Cahle release clamp set-screw

8. Handgrip

9. Security wrist strap
10, Body release
"
12
13
14
15
16

Body release safety lock indicators
Body release safety lock sted
Cable release socker
Aperture setting ring
Apirture/shutter speed indicator
. Shutter speed selector ring
164, Lens hood and depth-of-field scale




LA
18.
19,

21,
22,

Handgrip positioning set-scrow
Handgrip plate mounting screws
Flash post

Shutier cocking arm

Shutter cocking bever

Pudestal
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NOMENCLATURE (CONTINUED)

23,
24,
25,
26.
7.
28,

30.
an

32,
33

4.

35,

36.

Viewfinder eyepiece
Filrmrready indicstor

Film back lock

Filmn-type tab holder
Filmetype tab holder reliase butlon
Frame counter

Film transport release
Distance indicator arrow
Diistance indicator scale

for 90mm, 135mm lenses
Focusing knob

Digtance scales for

S8mm & 180mm lenses

Film transport knob

Tripod sockets, 1/4” and 3/8"
Dark-slide carrying slot




37, Film magazine lock (model 200 only}
38. Deark-slida handie

39,  Lens interchange loek

40, Shutter-ready indicator

41, 120/220 indication

42, Feed-spool spindies

43,  Tokeup spool spindles

44, Pressure plate

45,  Film start-mark

46, Magazine Housing (model 200 only)
47, Dark slide

LOADING THE RAPID OMEGA 100 & 200

, Apply light pressure with your thumb oa the roll of film, and

The Erame Counter {Ne, 28] should read LOAD. |1 it does not, pull the Filrm Transport Knob (No. 34) fully out, snd
return it fully untll LOAD appears in the Frame Counter window. Tha Film Transport will leck at “10" for Mumber
120 Film Backs snd at 20" for Number 220 Film Backs, Unlock the transport by pushing upward on the Film
Transport Release (No, 29), while you continue working the Film Transport Knob until the word LOAD appears in
the Frame Countes.

. Push upward on the Film-Type Tab Holder Release Button (Mo, 27). The Hotder will speing open. Lift the Key

on the Film Back Lock (Mo, 25) and turn the lock wntil 0" {open) aligns with the white dot,

. DO NOT PULL ON THE KEY. Hold the film back in your left hand and lift the Film Back ol{ the camera body by

grasping it at its sides,

. Remove the empty spool from the Feed Spindies by pushing slightly upwards on the upper Spindle, Place the

empty spool on the Take-Up Spindles pushing slightly up on the upper Spindle. Be sure that the key on the
lower Teke-Up Spindie engages the keyway in the film spool. Rotate the spool with your thumb until the long
slot faces toward 1he Feed Spindles.

. Place the Tresh roll of film on the Feed Spindles with the seal unbroken, ofiented so that the black inner Tace of the

leader will face you when the film is unrolled, Break the seal and remave it from the foll,

Unroll sulficient paper leader 5o that the end may be inssred in the
glot in the Take-Up spool. Rotate the Take-Up spool with your
thumb to take up slack,

rolate the takewp spool with your other thumb. BE SURE
THE FILM IS PERFECTLY CENTERED AND TAUT. Continue
10 rotate until the start-airows printed.on the backing paper of the
film align with the red Film Start Mark on the Take-Up Spindle, .
noar the Film Transport Knob on MNumber 120 film backs, L FOR Ne, 120 FILM BACKS ——




8, Be sure the Film Back Lock is in 0" position. Lower tha Film Back gently into its recesses in the magazina.
DO NOT FORCE.

9, When the Film Back is seated snugly in the mogazineg, turn the Film Back Lock Key 1o "L"; fold it down fiat, and
close the Film-Type Tab Holder. Grasp the Film Back st its sides and pull gently to make sure that the Back
is properly locked into the magazine.

10, Draw the Film Transport Knob fully out and return it. Neote that one green dot appears in the Frame Counter.
Repeat this procadure. At the end of the next stroke, two green dots will appear in the Frame Counter. At
the third stroke, the numeral “1" will appear in the Frame Counter of Number 120 lilm backs. This indicates that
the first frame is in position, ready for exposure,

TRANSPORTING FILM
120 Film Cycle
B OQ e QOO
FILMLEADER GREEN DOTS FILM FILM TRAILER RED DOTS
220 Fitm Cyele
OO @ maemrmn OO O
FILM LEADER GREEN DOTS FiLM FILM TRAILER RED DOTS

The procedure for foading film into Number 220 Film Backs is sub-
stantially the same, excipl:

A, The Film Start Mark is located on the Feed Spindle. The Mark is
an arrow pointing to @ notch on the Spindle. The start arrows on
the lilm leader must be aligned with this mark,

8. After the word LOAD in the Frame Counter, one green dot appeors
when the Film Transport is actuated, This is followed by two grean
dots at the next stroke, then three green dots, then four green dots
followed by the mumeral *1" to indicate that the first unexposed
frame is im position, This is necessary because of the longer lilm
leader needed with Number 220 film, which has no paper backing.

FOR Me. 220 FILM BACKS

FILM TYPE REMINDER

After the film has been loaded in the film back, tear off the small 1ab from the fllm carton containing the film-type
identification. Press upward, in the direction of the arrow, on the FilmType Tab Holder Release Button. The
wrensparent Holder will spring open. Insert the tab from inside, so that its face will show when the Holder is closed,
Swing the Holder down until it clicks shut. This informs you with what kind of film the Film Back is loaded,

After the film has been exposed and removed, remowve the tab as well,

This serves as a signal that the magazine is empty, 1f no tab is in the holder, the Film Back Lock con be seen, indicating
that the Film Back may be removed and loaded.




THE PROPER WAY TO HOLD YOUR RAPID OMEGA
Experience has proved this to be the most comfortable, convenient, and steady way to hold the Rapid Omega:

1, Slide your left hand through the Security Strap (No. 9) and grasp the Handgrip (No. B). Your fingers should
curl around the grip with the little finger below the bottom indentatior, and your thumb pressing the grip from
behind, In this position, your index finger will fall natueally on the Body Rolease [(No. 10}, ready to maks the
exposre,

NOTE: While the Security Strap is adjustable in length, it should never be tightened against the. hand.: 118 function 4
to guard the camera against accidental dropping while it is belng carried,

2. With the thumb and index finger of the right hand, grasp
the Focusing Knob (No. 32). Permit the other fingers of
your right hand to curl around the Film Transport Knob
(No, 34).

3. Now, lift the camera to your eye, pressing the camera body
firmly to your cheek. For more sceurate results, hold your
eye asclosa as possible to the Viewlinder Evepicce (No. 23).

The camera is now held firmby and steadily, with an unimpeded
figld-obwiew, You are ready to focus, expose, transport the film
for the next shot, without rersaving the camera fram your eye.

n

ADJUSTING THE HANDGRIP

The human-engineering concept embodied in your Rapid Omega attempts to allow for as wide a variance as possible in
individisals,

The handgeip may be adjusted to the most comfortable angle for the size of your hand and length of your fingers
by loosening the Handgrip Positioning Set-Screwe (No. 17), and altering the position of the Grip., A coin does the
trick nicely. Remember to re-tighten the Set-Screw once the most comforiable position has been found. Hold the
camera at eye-level 1o make this adjustment.

THE VIEWFINDER/RANGEFINDER SYSTEM

The Rangelinder is automatically coupled to all four lenses, as they are mounted on the camera.

The Viewfinder window shows lour elements of impartance:

1. The outer luminous frame. This is the field of view for the “normal”, 90mm lens.

2. The inner luminous frame. This is the fleld of view for the telephoto, 180mm lens, This frome disappears when
the camera is focused for distances closer than 12 feet, reminding you that the telephoto lens cannat be used at
closar distances,

3. Cameras which have the focusing knob with both the 90mm and 135mm focusing scales also show four corner dots
in the finder botween the euter S0mm field and the inner 180mm field. Thess dots delineate the corners of the

field eovered by the 135mm lens. These dots disappear when camera is focused closer than 7 feet, reminding you
that the 135mm lens cannot be wsed ot closer distances,

4. A bright spot in the center, in which the superimposed image of your subject will merge into one image when the
cimera is sharply focused.

1z



TO FOCUS THE CAMERA
Rotate the Focusing Knob until the two images seen in the bright spot merga into one.

If diffigulty is encountered in identifying the secondary moving image in very dim light, pass your hand or a card rapid-
Iy in front of the Rangefinder Window [No. 1), several times, The secondary image will seem to blink on and off,

= L] S0mm FIELD

- = 135mm FIELD

NOTE: It p I il o ——— 180mm FIELD
- your eye is properly positioned, ¥ X

directly in line with the Viewdinder, all four I |:’ ' gi:HE{;'E;T;gséERDIMGE
luminous lines will appear equally bright,
If not, adjust your eye position wntil lumine oY P—
asity i uniform, to be sure that you are - L]
looking straight through the finder, - .

Viewfinder Windaw

AUTOMATIC PARALLAX AND FIELD-OF-VIEW CORRECTION

Both parallax error and alteration of the lens field-of-view are automatically compensated i the Rapid Omega. As
ithe Focusing Knob is rotated, the luminous frame-lines will be seen to contract toward the lower right comer of the
viewfinder, or to expand as the Focusing Knob is rotated to- far distances. This system yields a far mene accurate
delineation af the field than a simple shifting frame, since it compensates simultoneously and continuously for
horizontal and vertical parallax efror, and for the changing of the lens-field at all distances,

13

VIEWFINDER FOR THE WIDE-ANGLE LENS
Supplied with the 58mm lens as an sccessary

The S8mm wideangle lens for the Rapid Omega has its own
supplementary albada-type optical viewhinder, 1t i mounied
in the center Accessory Shoe (Mo, 2) to eliminate horizontal
parallax aeror. It s equipped with & parallas correction mark
noats upper corners w0 correct for vertical parallax error at
distances closer than 6 feet,

SPORTSFINDER

This convenient, collapsible finder has fromes for B0mm and
180mm lensee, Telephoto frame folds away when normal
frame is used for viewing, Both frames and oyepiece fold
flar when not in v, pormitting it to be left on the camera
a1 all times, Tha eyepiece features ¢lick-stop parallax com-
pensation adjustrment,  The sssentiol accessory for the action
photographer,

14



LENS APERTURES AND SHUTTER SPEEDS

The Leas Aperture Setting Ring (No, 14) and the Shutter Speed Selector Ring (Mo, 16} are bath aligned 1o 3 common
Indicator {Mo. 15} and run in directions counter to each other. This arrangement makes it very simple to st either
walue by rotating the Ring to the desired click-stop pesation, or 10 change both simultaneously while rotaining the same
expasure value,

Once an aperture/shutter speed combination has been set, all you need do is grasp both rings simultaneously and
rotate to keep the same exposure walue while altering both settings. Or, of course, each Ring may be rotated in-
dividually only if a different shutter specd o lens aperture is desired.

SAFETY INTERLOCKS

1. ON THE BODY RELEASE. To prevent accidental exposure, espedially since the Rapid Omega was designed to be
carried with the index finger resting on the Bedy Rrlesse for quick action, the Body Release may be locked by
meoving tha Stud (No. 12) upward wntil the two color indicators (No. 11) are out of line., 'When the Stud is mowed
downward snd the two Indicators aligned, the Body Release iz ready for firing.

2. THE DARK SLIDE, which prevents foaging of film when the magazine is removed or when changing lenses,
engages a safety bar which locks the Body Aelease, The Dark Slide must be removed by pulling outward on its
Handle (No, 38 before the camera can be fired, For convenience, place the Dark Slide in its Carrying Slot
(No. 36) while the camera is  in wse, and fold the handio forward, against the baso of the camera

IF THE CAMERA be certain that the Body Reledss is unlocked
T FIRE: be certain that the Dark Slide has been fully withdrawn
il b < be certain that the Shutter is cocked.

15

FILM TRANSPORT

After each exposure, it s anly necessary 1o draw the Film Tronsport Knob (No. 34) fully owt, and gush it fully baek
in order to transport film to the next frame. If the camera is propesly held, 8 previously described, the bottom
three fingers of the right hand sccomplish this, while the thumb and forefinger retumn naturally to rest on the
Focusing Knob. You are then ready for the mext exposure.

The Film Transport returns to a slightly further-out position each fime it is used. This is to assure uniform spacing
between frames on the negative strip. BUT, IT IS IMPORTANT THAT THE KNOB BE RETURNED FULLY,
UNTIL IT CLICK-STOPS IN POSITION.

This is because, in addition to transporting film, the film tramsport plunger activates the exclusive Rapid Omega
pressure plate system. The pressune plate retracts just before the film is moved, climinating 1ension and 1otally
avoiding all dsnger of seratching while film = in maotion, This is exceptionally vital when wsing Number 220 film
which has no paper backing.

At the end of each return-siroke, the plunger returns the pressure plate to its taking position, reestablishing maximum
prassure on the film to keep the film absolutely flat and in the correct plane-of-focus, This interesting mechanism may
be observed in action by removing the pre-load Film Back.

HOW TO OBSERVE PRESSURE PLATE ACTION

To remove the Fim Back, move the Film Tab Holder Aelease Button (No. 27) slightly upwards, in the direction
of the armow, The Tab Holder will spring wpward,
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Raisa the Key on the Film Back Lotk (No, 25) end move the lock until the "0 (open) aligns with the white
do1, Then, lift the Film Back gently out of the camera by grasping it at both sides, OO NOT PULL ON THE
KEY. Retumn the Lock to “L" position, fold the key flat and close the Tab Holder.

Now, pleca the Film Back on its Back, and move the Transport Knob slightly out. Notice that the Pressure Flate
drops dawn, but the Take-Up Reel has not yet mowed, Complete the eyele by drawing the Knob fully out and
retuming it. Motice that, a5 the plunger elicks into position at the end of its travael, the Pressure Plate moves
upward, inte the plane-of-focus.

To replace the Film Back, reopen the Film-Type Tab Holder, lift tha Film Back Lock Key ond reset the Key
1o “0", Replace the Film Back and lock, a5 described in “Loading the Film Back™.

UNLDADING FILM < 120 FILM BACKS

Whon the Frame Counter (No, 28) reaches 107, the Film Transport locks. This is your warniing that you have reacied
ihe last frame an the roll,

Release the Transport by pushing the Film Transport Aelease (Mo. 29) upward, in the direction of the srow, and
activate the Film Transpart,

At the nexi stroke, 3 red dois will appear in the Frame Counter. On the next stroke, two red dots, then one rid dot,
and finally, the word LOAD,

Thi exposed film has been fully wound on the take-up reel, Remowe the Film Back, and lift the film off the Take-Up
Spindles,

7

UNLOADING FILM — 220 FILM BACKS
Substantially the same procedure is followed, except:
A, The Eilm Transport will lock when the numeral “20" appears in the Frame Counter.

B, After the last exposure has been made, the next stroke of the Film Transport will bring four red dots into the
Frame Counter, At the next stroke, three red dots will appear. Then, two red dots, then, one red dot, and,

finally, the word LOAD,
This is because a longer length.of trailer is needed with number 220 film, which has no paper backing.

The Film Back is now ready for its next roll of film. (See LOADING)

SHUTTER COCKING IS AUTOMATIC
When the film Is transported to the next unexposed frame, the shutter is sutomatically cocked, Each of the four

lenses designed for use with the Rapid Omega has a Shutter Cocking Lever (No. 21) which engages & Shutter Cocking
Arm (Mo, 20 coupled to the film transport mechanism,

e




INTENTIONAL DOUBLE EXPOSURES

Nermally, your Rapid Omega prevents double exposures through its automatic shutter cocking mechanism, if a double
exposure is desived, the Shutter Cocking Lever (Na, 21) may be moved manually to the end of its stot which cocks the
shutter, This will permit re-axposure of the frame witheut transporting the film,

FILM-READY AND SHUTTER-READY INDICATORS

Thie Film-Resdy Indicator {No. 24) is located on the top of the Film Back, ust above the Film Type Tab Holder,
When an unexposed frame of film is in position, this Indicator shows a colored dot. At the moment the frame
is exposed, the dot turns black, and remains so until @ fresh frame is transported nto taking postion,

The Shutter-Ready Indicator (No. 40) shows a colored dot when the shutter is cocked, and goes blank the instant
the exposure is made.

These wwo indicators, i addition 1o avoihing missed shols, aré an invaluable aid when magazines are interchanged
mid-roll with the Rapid Omega 200, (See INTERCHANGING MAGAZINES)

IMPORTANT: To assure trouble-free oparation of the shutters in AAPID OMEGA lenses, try to avold
leaving the shutters cocked for extremaly fong periods of time (several weeks ar mare), Should you wish
to store your camers for such o period and the shutter is cocked, release it by pressing the shutter rolease
while the lens cap 5 on; then, recock the shutter manually by ml:winn the Shutter Cocking Lever {No. 21)
whon you are again ready to shoot.

%

INTERCHANGING LENSES

The four lenses designed for use with your Rapid Omega camera are partners in quality with the camera itself. They
are made to critical professional standards of correction and image-formation, antireflection coated, and include

new types of rare-earth optical glass, rendering critically high resolution.
: "_‘P f l &
Y- J m N IH ]”H}

S8mm (/5.6 20umm 1/3.5 135mm 1/3.5 TE0mm 1/4.5

"‘--,_ —
=-]

1. WIDE-ANGLE LENS: 58mm /5.6 Minimum aperture 1/32, 8 elements, 4 groups,
Angbe-of-view 61%, Filter series No, 7 for thread-in retaining ring.

2, STANDARD LENS: 90mm /3,5, Minimum aperture £/32. 6 elements, 3 groups.
Angle-ofview, 42% 207, Filter seriss, No, 6 for thread-in retaining ring,

3. MEDIUM TELEPHOTO LENS: 135mm f/3,5. Minimum aperture, f/32. 6 elements, 5 groups.
Angle-of-view, 28° Filter series No, 8, for thread-in retaining ring,

4, TELEPHOTO LENS: 180mm 1/4.,5, Minimum aperture, /32, 5 elements, 4 groups.
Angle-ofview, 212 50°. Filter series, No. & for thread-In retaining ring.



TO REMOVE THE LENS
1. Place the camera on its back, and rotate the Focusing Knob until the lens is fully retracted, st infinity,
2. Check 1o be certain that the Dark Slich is fully inserted in its slot behind the lens.

3 Move the Lens Imerchange Lock {No. 30) upward, opposite to the direction of the arrow, snd lift the lens
straight wup out of |ts mounting,

TO MOUNT THE LENS

1. Hold the lens by its barrel with the flat tat bearing the Omega symbol directly under the words Rapkd Dmega on the
lens housing.

2, Place the lens gently into place. Al pins should fit easily and snugly Inta their slots. DO NOT FORCE.

3. Move the Lens Interchange Lock fully downward, in the direction of the arrow, until it clicks into place,

SOME GENERAL INFORMATION ABOUT RAPID OMEGA LENSES

Al four lenses for your Rapid Omega are equipped with built-in, refractable lens hoods, 1o ovoid the nuisance of
earrying and mounting individual hoods on each lens. To erect the lens hood, after the lens has been mounted,
simply pull it out with your fingers as far as it will go.

Al Rapid Omego lenses are provided with front lens caps, The telephoto and wide-angle lenses are also provided
with cases. After removing a lens, it is 3 good idea to cap it immediately, and store it in a case until it is to be used
again, Mo rear cap is provided with the telephotto lens because the case waleguords the rear of the lens.

NOTE: Before using your new camerd for the first time, make sure that the rear lens eap for the standard {90mm)
lens has been removed,
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INTERCHANGING MAGAZINES (RAPID OMEGA 200 ONLY)

The praloaded, interchangeable. magazines which are a distinctive feature of your Rapid Omega, are a4 baon 1o the busy
photographer, They permit instant redoad without winding, 1o avoid loss of pictures. They permit interchange
miad-roll af one filmtype 1o another without the loss of a single frame,

TO REMOVE THE MAGAZINE

1. Insert the Dark Slide fully in its slot behind the lens, Easiest way 10 do this is 10 insert o lower corner first, Then,

2. Move the Film Magazine Lock (Ne. 37) down, opposite

3. Grasp the rmagazine by its sides, and lift at the side with

4. Swing the magazine free and life out of its spring olip,

straighten the slide and push it in, Snap the Dark Slide Handgdle lorward, toward the lens.

10 the direction of the armow.

the Film Transpart Knob, The magazine is retained by &
spring clip at the apposite side,

{See illustration]




TO REPLACE THE MAGAZINE (RAPID OMEGA 200 ONLY)

1. Ba cerrain that the Handfe of the Oark Sfide is snapped forward so that it passes easily through its opeming
in the body of the camera,

2. Slip the stued on the magazine wunder the spring clip on the left side of the body. This clip is located on the
side of the magazine nearest the Handgrip, Swing the Magazine closed st the side opposite the spring elip,
checking to be certain thot the Mandle of the Dark Slide emerges ot the front of the camera,

CAUTION: DO NOT FORCE = If the Magazine will not swing fully closed, check 1o be certain that the Handle
aof the Dark Slide is pointed forward and emerges throwgh the front of the camera,

3. Press gently on the Magazing to hold it fully clossd and move the Magazine Lock wp, in the direction of the
arrave,

Be sure 10 remove the Dark Slide and place it in its carrying slot before attempling to make exposures.

AFTER INTERCHANGING MAGAZINES MID ROLL

1. Check the Film Ready Indicator ({Mo. 24). I it shows blank, the frame of film in taking position has already
been exposed.  Actuate the Film Trangport plunger to bring @ fresh frame of film into the film plane, and to
cock the shutter, If the shutter is already cocked, it will remain so while film is transporied.
It the indicater shows a colored dot, the frame is ready to be exposed.

2. Check the Shutter-Ready Indicator (No, 40), If it shows & colored dot, the shutter is cocked, and ready to fire,

11 it shows blank, and you don’t want 10 trangport @ fresh frame of film, push the Shutier Cocking Lever {Na, 21)
a5 for 85 will go in s slot, This will cock the shutter without transporting film,

FILM-LENGTH INDICATORS

Magazines for 1he Rapsd Omeya 200 and Roll Film 8acks for the Rapid Omega 100 are avallable 1o sceept Number 120
[1en exposure) and Mumber 220 (twenty expasure] film,

The tength of the film which the Roll Film Back was designed is indicated by a large indicator tNo. 41] an the face of
tha Film Transport Knob,

The Frame Counter will indicate 107 on a Number 120 Roll Film Back befose lacking, On & Number 220 Roll Film
Back it will indicate “20,"

AUTOMATIC FILM MARGIN IDENTIFICATION

This is an extraordinarily useful feature of your Rapid Omega. |t permits you
to identify jobs, asignmants, magazines, by the number of dois that regster
in the margin of the film when the exposure is made. Any number of dots from
one through nine may ba used,

Remowve the Film Back, and observe the nine small holes drilled in the aperture
frame, 81 the lower left cormer of the magazine housing. Just inside the frame is
a sliding bar with two projecting tabs. Move the bar fully 1o the right,

The best way 1o set the bar is to observe the reflection of the nine holes, in the dork slide. Move the bar until the
desired numbar of holes remain uncoverod, These holes will appear as sharp little dots on the margin of the negative,
on each frame exposed with that magazine.
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TRIPOD SOCKETS

Your Rapid Omega has four Tripod Sockets, Qo the base of the camera you will find two Tripod Sockets (No., 35],
one for standard 1/4” American thread, the other for standard 3/8 Euwropean thread. These are for mounting

the camera in @ horizental Tormat,

For vortical format, two additional tripod sockets are located on the other side of the camera, under the Handgrip
maunting plate. To use these sockets, loosen and remove the Handgrip Plate Mounting Screws (No. 18). The
screw-holes then serve a6 tripod sockets. A coin sorves this purpose nicely,

TIME EXPOSURES

CABLE RELEASE

The Cable Release Zocker (Mo, 13) an the Body Release
accepts standard cable release tips, but it is recommended
that the specizl Rapid Omega cable release, available from
yvour doealer as an accessory, be used, This release has a
plunger long enough 1o activate the Film Resdy Indicator,
as well as trip the shutter, when the plunger is pushed in fully.

In addition, this cable release may be inserted through the
Cable Release Clamp (No. 6 on top of the Handgrip for those
who prefer to make exposures feom behind the camera, with
the thumb of the left hand., The position of the Cable Releasa
Clarmp is adjustable by locosening its Set-Scrow (No, T) with a
coin, and retightening at the most comfortable position,

NOTE: The Body Release Lock 8 not coupled to the Cable
Relpase, Thus you must be surg the dark slide ks
fully withdrawn before wusing the cable releass for
relegsing the shulter,

When the Shutter Speed Selector Ring is moved to "B the shutter will remain open as long as thy Body Release

is pressed.

O course, the use of & tripad and a cable release is recommended for maximum - sharpness with Timo exposunes,
For this purpose, the Rapid Omegn cable release s equipped with a knurled lock-ring. When this ring is rototed,
the plunger will remain locked in its fully extended position, once it has been depressed. A slight downward pressure

on the ring permits the plunger to snap back.

When the lock-ring is not used, the Cable Release operates in 2 convontional monnes,

CALCULATING DEPTH-OF-FIELD
WITH THE STANDARD LENS

A convenient Depth-of-Field Scale (No, 16A] is engraved on the Lens Hood of the 90mm lens,

After tha camera has been focused, note the distance that appears on the Distance Scale (No. 31) aligned with the
Distaner Indicator Armow (No, 301, Rowate the lens hood wntil this ligure aligne with the white triangle (symbal)
on the top of the lens housing. The Depth-of-Field Scale will now give you the approximate depth-of-field limits

for any lens aperture.

WITH TELEPHOTO AND WIDE-ANGLE LENSES

The Distance Scaleson the side of the Focusing Knob (for 58mm and 180mm lenses) tell you the focusing distance,
For 135mm lens the distance scale is on the rim of the Focusing Knob next to the 80mm scale,



Rapid Omega Depth of Field Table for 58mm /5.5 (Circle of Confusian 0.0583mm)
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Rapid Omega Depth of Field Table for 30mm /3.5 (Circle of Confusion 0.0583mm)
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Rapid Dmega Depth of Field Table for 135mm 1/3.5 (Circle of Confusion 0.0583mm)
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Rapid Omega Depth of Field Table for 180mm /4.5 (Circle of Confusion 0.0583mm)
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FLASH PHOTOGRAPHY ‘

All four lenses for your Rapid Omega have shutiers which are synchra-
nired for electronic ffash or flashiulbs at all speeds.

The Rapid Omegs Flash Bracket, available from your dealer as an
sccestory, asccepts both Greaflex and Honeywell battery case elips,
It slips under the Foousing Knob bracket, where 8 retaining pin s
provided, and locks by means of a large, kourled knob to the Tripod
Socket on the baseplate of the camera, In this position, it provides a
firm support for the Hlash wnit, out of the wiy of the camera's con-
trols, with the battery case forming an extra hand-grip,

The locking knob s threaded, and may be used as a supplementary
Tripod Socket,

“‘.

FLASH CABLES: While the flash post on Rapid Omega lenses accepts most PC-tip flash cables, the use of the Rapid
Omaega ash cable is recommended because it locks into the flash socket by means of a threaded collar, preventing
accidental loosening of the flash cable. This is a coiled 3-foot cable, equipped with o wweo-prong polarized plug to fit
all professional Hash equipment,

THE M=X SELECTOR is deliberately recessed between the Lens Aperture and Shutter Speed Selector Rings on the
Lens, and requires the use of a pencil point or a similar instrument to alter ks position, This is to avoid accidental
missetting,.  Set X for electronic {lash; M for llashbulbs,

an

BUILT-IN FLASH EXPOSURE GUIDE

This weedul, timesaving feature will give you correct lens aperture setting ot a glance, for any focusing distance.
Your RAPID OMEGA camerd 4 supplied with & Flash Plate pre-drawn to Guide Numbers 140 and 200: This
corresponds to the light output of professional electronic Ifosh units such as the ASCORLIGHT Candid [GN 140 at
half-power, 200 at full pawer, when used with standard ASA 100 film). For other flash units, you may obtain blank
Guide Plates from yvour RAPIDOMEGA dealer, and indcribe them as described below.

TO PREPARE BLANK FLASH EXPOSURE GUIDE PLATES
FOR NORMAL LENS:

1.

Divide the guide number for the electronic flash wnit or flashbulbs you are using by 4, and set the distance
scale o the resulting figure for the normal lens by rotating the Focusing Knob,

Example: Guide Mumber is 160, Divide by 4. Set distance scale at 40.
With a sharp peneil, make a mark at the precise point where the moving bar on the lens housing inersscts the
4" line on the Guide Plate,
Repeat the procedurs, dividing by 32,

Example: 160 divided iy 32 is 5. Sat distance scole at 5.

. Make a second pencil mark where the bar intersects the 32" line.

. Aotate Focusing Knob until the lens is fully extended, and the Distance Scale for the standard fens, at its side,

reacts 3.5, Now, lift eut the Flash Exposure Guide Plate by inserting a fingernail under its holder at the
half-moon cut-out, and pulling upwards and backwards, This may be difficult the firet time the Guide is removed,
since the holder is intentionally secured into place to avoid its loss in shipment. In this case, use o knife-blacke
under the lip the first tima. Thereaftor, this will present no prablems,

Place a ruler, er other straight edge between the rao marks made at the Y4 and “32". Then draw a fine pen line
between the two points, Now replace the guide plate,



When the camera is facuzed on an object 10 be photographed
with flash, the point where the bar intersects the line you've
drawn is the correct lens aperture setting lor the normal lens,

FOR WIDE ANGLE AND TELEPHOTO LENSES

If the same guide number i5 wsed, repeat the procedure on
the same Guide Plate, using a blue pencil for telephoto and
a red pencil for wide-angle, The Guide Plate will then serve
for all thive lenses, using the same flash guide number, Space
is provided in the lower right comer of the Guide Plate for the
guide number 1o which that Plate applies.

FOR OTHER GUIDE NUMBERS

Additional Guide Plates are available from your dealer,
These may be prepared for svery guide number you consistent-
Iy wse. The Guide Piate slips in and out of holder very easily.

The Guide Plate is made of smooth, hard plastic. Since
preparing a Guide Plate takes but a momant, it i$ entirely
feauble 15 wipe 8 Plate clean, and prepare a new chart for
use with any guide number, on the spur of the moment.

NECK STRAP (OPTIONAL ACCESSORY)

The Rapid Omega Meck Strap will safeguard your camara
against accidental dropping. 1t is made of durable nylon, and
i fully adjustable 10 any comfortable length. It attaches to
the Meckstrap Eyelets (No. B) on either side of the camera
body,

TO ATTACH THE NECK STRAP

Push the loop at the end of the Neck Strap through the Eye-
let before pushing the clip theough, Then, push the clip
through the eyelet, To detach the MNeck Strap, push the
clip through the eyelet first, and then the loop,




TAKE CARE OF YOUR CAMERA
Keep lenses capped when not in use, Store aceessory lenses safely in their cases. Clean dust and dirt from lens surfaces,

range-finder and viewfinder windows with o piece of lintless cleaning paper, rolled into & wad or brush, and slightly
moistened with o good lens cleaning Tluid,

REMOVE FINGERMARKS FROM LENS SURFACES IMMEDIATELY

Body acids can eteh fingerprints into the fine coatings. If the camera hos been used in very dusty places, clean
the imterior and exterior with o soft, well-laundered and lint-free cloth. Use a camel's hair brush 1o clean out large
dirt particles,

NEVER USE ANYTHING METALLIC TO CLEAN ANY PART OF THE CAMERA.

ACCESSORIES

Many of the accessories availatsle for the Rapid Omega also it the preceding Koni-Omega “M" and Koni-Omega Rapid,
These include all four lenses, the Optical Viewfinder for tha Wide Angle Lens, the Sponsfinder, the Eyecup, the
Flash Bracket and Cables

The Aute-Up Close-Up attachment which permits rangefinder focusing 1o 22-3/4", may be used with both models.

Roll Fiim Backs are interchangeable between both Hapid Omegs Cameras and Koni-Omega “M™ models. However,
these Roll Flim Backs do not it the original [Non-M| Koni-Omega Rapid Cameras,

FAOPERTY OF |
SEAIAL NO. OF CAMERA LENS |

BIG NEGATIVE QUALITY, WITH THE FEATURES
AND OPERATING SPEED OF AN ADVANCED '35

Specifications suliect 1o change withowt notice.
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